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A. PROBLEM 

1, The Director, Division of Geography of the Department of 
Interior, who is also Executive Secretary for the Board on Oeograpnic 
Maatea. has submitted the reference letter and would appreciate a 
reply that reflects CIA opinion. The information in the following 
paragraphs is given as background for determining the content of 
a reply in case CIA wishes to go on record in regard to this subject. 


B. BACKQBQPliD 

1. The appropriation for the Division of Geography, Department 
of Interior, for fiscal year 1950, was $14,200. This Division 
comprise a the Staff for the BOH. HIS funds in the amount of 

fiscal year 1950 were transferred to finance the foreign 
zE^rork needed for NIS gazetteer production and name editing of 
IIS manuscripts. 


2, The Department of Interior was unable to obtain the appropri- 
ation of any funds for the Division of Geography for fiscal year 1951. 
Again, the HIS program financed the BOH fo r foreign names work for 
fiscal year 1951 in an amount of ■■■■ 3oiae work is also oeing 
done for the Aeronautical Chart and Information Service, SfoAF, on 
transfer of working funds. 


3, The BOH is not only responsible for standardizing foreign 
names but also domestic names for use by the 0. S. Government. The 
Division of Geography has, of course, not been able to do much work 
on domestic names because of the lack of funds. During fiscal year 
1951, it win be unable to do any work on domestic names, except ror 
Alaska, since only HIS and ACS interests can be met. 

4. Over the past several years the mapping agencies of the 
Government, who are dependent upon BC-N for geographic name policy, 
have cooperated in the formulation of name policies and in the 
determination of name decisions. However, there have been serious 
disagreements on procedures for obtaining standardization of large 
numbers of names needed for map compilation. Each agency has a 
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wall geographic names research group closely tied in with map 
compilation units, Generally speaking, they do not feel that it 

f! r of th * Board *» verify each name they 

use bat that the Board should concentrate on proper directions 7 

nro and ° f + ff Srd polic;Jf * There *re aany arguments 

pro and con regarding this general subject. 

- T f* > representative on the Management Staff of the Department 
of o£ the work of the Division 

if f tUS f th * *“* «• diacuaaed the problem 

It representative on the Board, The Director 

pvision of Geography, with the Board*s approval, submitted 

L^r^ 8S ^!i e *T/ i3Cal year 1952 ror $595,000 which would 
perait the Board and its Staff to organise itself for meeting all 

government requirement a for geographic name standardisation and 
promulgation (exolu&Lng the editing of HIS manuscripts and issuance 
S! T?s* r l* iioh would continue to be paid for by transfer 

f Bureaa of the Bud S et aot accept this estimate 
«ai stated that, since a large portion of it related to foreign 

^ f°? d aot ** ia the appropriation^* a 

civilian agency but should rather be paid from defense funds. ' it 

I** g f ne f al fe ® Iin « 0Jf the Department of Interior is 
Depwrtaent should take steps to' relieve itself of foreign 
Mffles work. Th e D epartment ' of Interior *s representative queried 

o£ a doaeetic names staff left 

in the IT. S. Geological Survey of Interior and a foreign names 

a f enc ^ Preferably the &A, since foreign names 
work 1» a matter of common concern to State and the military 

CIA ' F °r your Information, I believe that 
an u Int * rior is in the hands of the 

**^*1 in , which u 13 suggested that CIA be given 
responsibility for foreign names standardisation, 

0, PRSSffliT SITUATION 

v*,? 3 * 4 ia conceI *ned, the foreign names work of the 

*° licy by the SUif tov approval by the 
*J£*»«with« editing of manuscript material ia conducted very 

^^^^^« U ! 1 ? 0r ^ r !! Cnt , COaditiOn ®* of the CIA 

LST^f ld , <m ite **■» are those etemming fro® 
n6 - n SiyS! aa r r ^7® 8I f ® innediate point of view, no change is 

STSM* JSSSuSfisgE* “•"» “* — » *-**» 


®s^siaF i n 1 ‘^» y 

concerned with foreign areas and with interest in th© mapping field. 

IfsSSr P ?J! i 5^ tie V! 5 ! it ? av ® ]**“ “^ened are the Department 
of State, the Office of the Secretary of Defease, the Army Mao 
Service, and the CIA, ^ p 
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3, Since foreign geographic names work is of coramoa concern 
to the intelligence - agencies and to the mapping organizations^ 
supporting them, there appears to be predondnance of opinion tuat 
cu^dght b. th. logical recipient, perUculerlrinrie*^. » 
f&et that the SIS la by far the major user of the capabilities ot 
present foreign n&raes staff. 

k* If CIA were to accept this responsibility, the first task 
t»uld be to continue the staff wrk ^.thout 
second task would be to obtain agreement of the other m&p&Mg 
organisations on procedures which would permit efficient standard- 
isation of foreign names with alniaua duplioation of foreign name 
research. Because of built-up animosities toward the 80S and 
particularly toward operations of the foreign names start in 
Interior, this second task would be a difficult one. 


D. SUGGEST! 083 

1. In regard to the reference letter, the following prelimi- 
nary suggestions are offered? 

a. Final responsibility for geographic aaaes standard- 
isation within the 0. C • Government should resale with a 
s in gle Cabinet mentor with the support of a single Hoard 
on Geographic Naaes. The present lav provides tor this 
under the Secretary of Interior. 

b* The CIA, at sost, should famish only the foreign 
names staff for the Board, but it should retain full 
responsibility and authority for effecting proper 
coordination. In this staff work, with other interested 
agencies and should develop, with the cooperation of 
these agencies, efficient procedures for providing the 
staff work necessary for standardising foreign names. 

c* The public promulgation of standardised foreign names 
and name decisions should be the responsibility of the 
Board and issuances should be in the name of the Board* 

The Department whose Secretary is responsible for name 
standardisation should be indicated as publishing 
authority, even though CIA might assume costs of publication. 

d* The Board should have a central office with a 
skeleton full-time staff, to receive requests from civilian 
age&des and the public and to maintain contacts with 
forei gn countries, always acting in the name of the Board* 
This office should have no authority over the foreign 
names staff. Part of the expenses of this central of * -ce 
could be shared by CIA. 
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£ m If the foreign names staff were to be taken over by 
CIA* this Agency would* of course* provide space for toe 
staff and for meetings of the Foreign lawee Committee and 
would maintain necessary records and supporting data. 

E. ACT IQS 

1. It is requested that the opinion of CIA be ascertained in 
regard to an appropriate answer for the reference letter. 
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Enclosure; 

Ltr. from the Director* Division 
of Geography, Dept, of Interior 
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